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Who is eligible to claim for fieldwork funding? 

Full-time ESRC funded students (full award and fees-only) in the +3 (or doctoral) element of their 
award are eligible for this allowance. ESRC funded students who are in the Master’s stage of a 1+3 (or 
2+2) award are not eligible. Part-time students can become eligible for fieldwork funding if they 
transfer their status to full-time for the duration of the fieldwork. 

Full-time ESRC studentship award holders in the +3 (or doctoral) element of their award are able to 
make one application for overseas fieldwork expenses in the life of their award. A second application 
cannot be made. 

Only students who clearly indicated in their original NWSSDTP Studentship Application Form that they 
intended to undertake fieldwork abroad may apply for fieldwork funding. Students can only apply for 
this funding if they are carrying out primary research overseas that is essential to the PhD.  

UK Fieldwork funding should be requested through the Research Training Support Grant. 
 
Students must have approval from their Supervisory team and the relevant Graduate Office to apply 
for overseas fieldwork allowance. Please speak to your supervisor or your School/Graduate Office for 
more information on how to go about this. 
 
If you hold a +3 studentship attached to your supervisor’s ESRC Research Grant, you are not eligible 
for this allowance, as any fieldwork will be funded from your supervisor’s grant. 
 
If the Foreign and Commonwealth Office advises against visiting the country concerned, the 
University will not authorise payment of any contribution towards the fieldwork costs. 
 
All students must read their University’s policy on Health and Safety in Fieldwork and undertake a 
risk assessment of the visit prior to undertaking any fieldwork. Please ask your School/Graduate 
Office for more information on this. 
 

What fieldwork trips are eligible for funding under this scheme? 

Overseas Fieldwork Visits will normally last between 3-12 months. However, in exceptional cases, 
fieldwork of up to a maximum of 18 months may be granted (please see below for details).   
 
Students who remain in the field for periods longer than formally agreed with their supervisor and the 
University Finance Office will not be able to make retrospective applications for expenses or 
extensions.  
 
Overseas fieldwork must be an integral part of the PhD and take place during the life of the award. 
The purpose of the visit should be to carry out primary research, such as archival research or fieldwork 
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that is essential to the successful completion of your thesis. Studentships will not be extended to 
reflect periods in the field. Fieldwork should not be undertaken in the last three months of the award. 
 
It is usually expected that the student will visit only one country. Only in exceptional circumstances 
will requests to visit more than one country in a single visit be considered. In such cases, each visit 
should be included in the Overseas Fieldwork Allowance Application Form and be integrated into a 
coherent research plan. 
 
If approval is given for overseas fieldwork lasting more than nine months, it may be appropriate that 
either one return visit to the UK by the student, or one visit to the field by the supervisor, should take 
place. This visit should occur half way through the period of fieldwork research and must be financed 
within the allowance given. No further funding will be given.  
 
If the student returns to the UK to consult their supervisor, it is recommended the visit last for a 
maximum of 10 days. No extension to the fieldwork period can be given to compensate for time spent 
on a return visit to the UK by the student.   
 
The overseas allowance does not cover the expenses of any family member accompanying the 
student.  
 
The overseas allowance will not be increased to cover extra expenses incurred by the student once 
they have commenced their fieldwork.  

How to apply 

Applicants are required to complete the Overseas Fieldwork Allowance Claim Form which can be 
found at www.nwssdtp.ac.uk/current-students/osfw. The completed form should be submitted to the 
NWSSDTP central office at nwssdtp@liverpool.ac.uk by the deadline.  

The application form requires supervisors to confirm that the fieldwork is necessary and appropriate.  

This application form will then be assessed by the NWSSDTP Manager and Director soon after the 
deadline. Applications may be approved or returned to the applicant with a request for further 
information. 

When to apply 

There are three deadlines per year for Overseas Fieldwork Applications to be submitted. It is not 

possible to apply outside of these deadlines. It will take up to three weeks for applications to be 

reviewed and outcomes communicated, so please ensure you apply well in advance of your planned 

activity. 

Upcoming deadlines can be found at www.nwssdtp.ac.uk/current-students/osfw 

What costs are eligible? 

Students are required to submit a breakdown of the proposed costs of the visit, with notes detailing 

the justification for each cost. Flights to and from the country, travel within the country, 

accommodation and visa costs are all eligible expenses. Any subsistence expenses (e.g. food while on 

fieldwork) are not eligible, as they should be funded by the student’s maintenance stipend.  
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Costs of hiring interpreters, survey costs etc. should be requested from the Research Training Support 

Grant. The costs of the visit should be reasonable and dependent on the country, length of visit and 

activity proposed.  

Once the requested allowance has been awarded, it is the student’s responsibility to manage the funds 

allocated. Changes to the value of the award in retrospect will not be possible.  

If for any reason the fieldwork is abandoned or is unsuccessful and the student returns to the UK early, 

the NWSSDTP should recover the fieldwork allowance less any reasonable expenditure already 

incurred.  

How are the payments made? 

Once an overseas fieldwork application has been approved by the NWSSDTP and the relevant 
Graduate Office, the home university will pay the students directly. 

Payments will either be paid in one instalment prior to the commencement of fieldwork or will be paid 
in instalments alongside standard stipend payments. This depends on the institution with which you 
are registered, and students will be advised of the payment schedule should their application be 
successful. 

What should be done when a student returns from fieldwork? 

Students should contact their relevant PGR Administrator at School level on return from their 
fieldwork. This allows the administrator to update the University record system and allows the student 
to re-register with full access to University facilities. 

Fieldwork / Difficult Language Training Extension Requests 

In some circumstances a fieldwork extension may be granted, of up to an additional six months, but 
the total length of fieldwork may not exceed 50% of the programme i.e. 18 months. The end date of 
the student’s award will be extended to reflect this. Extensions are most commonly granted to allow 
for Difficult Language Training, but can be considered for other reasons including training in film-
making for Social Anthropology students. As with fieldwork claims, only students who clearly indicated 
on their original NWSSDTP Studentship Application Form that they intended to undertake Difficult 
Language Training or training in film-making may claim extensions for these reasons.  

Application Guidance 

1. Student Details 

Please complete this section fully. 

2. Fieldwork Details 

 

i) Please detail how you intend to spend your fieldwork time and why this is crucial to your 

doctoral research.  

 

ii) Please complete this section fully. 

 

iii) Please provide a breakdown of the proposed costs, giving details of travel and 

accommodation arrangements. Please see above for details of what costs are eligible.  
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iv) Please sign and date to confirm that you will inform your University if the fieldwork is 

cancelled, that you have completed a risk assessment form at your institution and that 

your visit has been approved by the relevant School/Graduate Office. 

 

3. Fieldwork/DLT Extension Request 

This section should just be completed by those requesting a fieldwork / difficult language training 

extension. Please include: 

 The length of extension you are requesting, 

 The reason for this request and why this is crucial to your doctoral research, 

 If the extension is to allow for Difficult Language Training, please detail the 

language you will be learning, 

 If the extension if for DLT or training in film-making please detail the 

arrangements that have been made for this training. 

 

4. Supervisor’s Confirmation 

 

i) Please confirm that the fieldwork as proposed by the student in 2.i is necessary for the 

successful completion of their doctoral research. 

 

If the first supervisor is not available to complete this section, please pass it to the second 

supervisor for completion – this should be noted here and please briefly explain why the 

first supervisor was not available. 

 

If the student is also requesting a Fieldwork/DLT extension, please confirm why this is 

deemed necessary.  

 

ii) Please sign and date to confirm. As the form is to be submitted electronically, electronic 

signatures are sufficient.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


