
Congratulations on your success in the NWSSDTP Studentship Competition. 
 
We are conscious that the consequences of COVID-19 could affect the planned 
trajectory of many PhD projects, in particular those involving fieldwork and face-
to-face engagement with human subjects. This tranche of studentships awarded 
by the NWSSDTP to commence October 2020 were determined hypothetically, i.e. 
on the strength of the project proposal at the time it was written, without factoring 
in the possible implications of COVID-19 on the proposed project.  
 
However, we must now ask that all students engage with their supervisors ahead 
of the commencement of the award and provide broad details on contingency 
plans, in the event of the project potentially having to be reshaped due to the 
implications of COVID-19.   
 
Each project will be different, so we are inviting students – together with their 
supervisors – to submit directly to the NWSSDTP an outline (no more than one 
side of A4) explaining the ways in which the methods and approach may need to 
be adapted and any contingency plans in this regard. This will be a condition of 
funding and we would like to receive the outline – even in cases where no or little 
modification is likely to be required – by the 30th June. Studentships will not be 
able to commence in instances where we have not received information about 
how the project may change and how this will be managed. 
 
In particular, we are asking you to reflect on the following issues: 
 

• Safety of the Researcher 
 

• Protection of Participants 
 

• Impact on Project Timescales 
 

• Viability of Overseas or UK Fieldwork 
 

• New Ethical Issues (as per the established system, all projects will have to 
go through local ethical approval panels at the home University).  

 
If you have any queries, please contact nwssdtp@liv.ac.uk  
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