
Liverpool Urban Laboratory 
Wednesday June 2nd to August 4th 2021













“As the pandemic has progressed, high
numbers of COVID cases have
concentrated in post-industrial
communities characterised by historically
and geographically embedded forms of
inequality, especially in the north of
England.”

Dr Caitlin Robinson, Dr Francisco 
Rowe, Nikos Patias December 2020





Our minds are still racing back and forth, longing for a
return to “normality”, trying to stitch our future to our
past and refusing to acknowledge the rupture. But the
rupture exists. And in the midst of this terrible despair,
it offers us a chance to rethink the doomsday machine
we have built for ourselves. Nothing could be worse
than a return to normality. Historically, pandemics have
forced humans to break with the past and imagine their
world anew. This one is no different. It is a portal, a
gateway between one world and the next. We can choose
to walk through it, dragging the carcasses of our
prejudice and hatred, our avarice, our data banks and
dead ideas, our dead rivers and smoky skies behind us.
Or we can walk through lightly, with little luggage, ready
to imagine another world. And ready to fight for it.

(Arundhati Roy, The pandemic is a portal, NYT, 3 April
2020)











What will I be expected to do?
The module will take place across ten weeks (Wednesday June 2nd to August 4th 2021).
Students will be expected to:
a) Attend a one hour briefing session on the project at noon on May 5th to fully understand

the opportunity, programme of work and level of commitment.
b) Read and meaningfully digest (in May) an advanced reading package.
c) Commit to participation for the full ten weeks
d) Participate in weekly workshops for ten weeks (Wednesday June 2nd to August 4th 2021

10am to 1pm)
e) Work on the project FT at least 2 (preferably 3) days a week.
f) Co-produce a fully developed concrete action plan to address a critical public policy

problem Liverpool City Region policy makers are actively working on. Co-present this
proposal to policy makers and stakeholders. Co-develop a policy brief to be published as
part of the Heseltine Institutes policy brief series. Participate in an end of laboratory
recorded debrief meeting reflecting upon the experience and co-create a pool of resources
on the policy development process to be made available to other students.



How will this urban laboratory help me to upskill?

On successful completion of the module, students should be able to:
• Understand better existing policy debates focussing upon the challenge of

building back better.
• Work more effectively in Team Science formats to formulate action plans

and practical solutions to a critical public problem .
• Learn how to co-create research problems, collaborations and solutions

with policy makers, engage more effectively in the policy development
process and acquire a capacity to research, write and present work in an
accessible way to practitioner policy communities.
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