
 

NWSSDTP-led Internship Scheme 

The North West Social Science Doctoral Training Partnership (NWSSDTP) is trialling a new 
DTP-led Internship scheme for NWSSDTP students. This is to complement the existing 
Student-led Internship scheme. A series of three internships with non-HEI Partners have been 
proposed by academic members of staff from across the consortium, for which we are now 
recruiting postgraduate researchers. Further information on the scheme, including how to 
apply, can be found here:  

https://nwssdtp.ac.uk/current-students/dtp-led-internship-scheme/ 

Internship 2: ‘Exploring the gender-gap in primary schoolchildren’s writing in 
the Merseyside area’ – with Liverpool City Council and School Improvement 
Liverpool 

Start Date: January 2023 

Project Supervisor: Dr Victorina González-Díaz, University of Liverpool 

Internship Outline: 

Concerns about a ‘gap’ in writing attainment between boys and girls (where girls consistently 
perform better than boys) has been at the forefront of the national educational agenda since 
the end of the 1990s. The COVID-19 pandemic constituted a serious setback to efforts to 
address the issue, with an overall 6-point drop in writing-related activity for each gender 
nationally and particularly at the primary level (Clark et al. 2021, p.4-5). This is especially 
worrying for the Liverpool City Region, whose writing attainment outcomes are often in the 
lowest 10% in the national statistics. 

In response to this, in early 2022 we secured funding to work with Liverpool City Council on a 
project exploring the gender-gap in primary schoolchildren’s writing in the Merseyside area. 
The project outcomes included a briefing paper with a series of recommendations.  

We presented the briefing at the Liverpool Education and Skills Select Committee in July 2022 
and are now in a position to start a pilot case-study which aims to trial (some of) the briefing 
paper’s recommendations in partner schools and evaluate their (short-to-mid-term) impact 
in the classroom. 

The case-study will again be completed in partnership with Liverpool City Council and School 
Improvement Liverpool. Councillor Barbara Murray (chair of Education and Skills Select 
Committee) is our link member and is fully committed to supporting this project as part of the 
local education priorities for the Liverpool Literacy Cycle 2023/25.  

The Placement’s key objective is to assist the lead researcher(s) with: 

https://nwssdtp.ac.uk/current-students/internships/
https://nwssdtp.ac.uk/current-students/dtp-led-internship-scheme/


(a) Developing interventions for Year 5 teachers and children. 

(b) Piloting those interventions in three local partner schools. 

(c) Developing and administering feedback protocols for the children and teachers’ 
interventions in (a) if time permits (The full evaluation process will be carried out after the 
placement). 

The interventions will concentrate on three of the briefing recommendations: 

i. Raising educators’ awareness of schoolchildren’s narrow views of ‘good’ writing and of 
strategies for tackling them 

ii. Raising educators’ awareness of common gender stereotypes on schoolchildren’s writing 
and helping them to develop strategies to challenge them, particularly in connection to 
feedback on children’s writing. 

Student Specification: 

As this project is focused on applying the findings of our earlier work to the classroom context, 
it would be best suited to NWSSDTP students on the Educational Research pathway and/or 
Psychology pathway (language and cognition, language learning students) with an interest in 
and/or some experience working with children and schools. It would be desirable if the 
student had (some of) the following skills to support the project: 

- Effective communication skills with teachers and children 
- Good organisational and time-management skills 
- Good knowledge of the English language to be able to analyse and discuss aspects of 

children’s writing 
- Experience in developing feedback/evaluation protocols 
- Experience in attitudinal data collection/analysis 


