
 

NWSSDTP Research Assistant Placement Scheme 

The North West Social Science Doctoral Training Partnership (NWSSDTP) is trialling a new 
Research Assistant Placement scheme for NWSSDTP students. A series of five projects have 
been proposed by academic members of staff from across the consortium, for which we are 
now recruiting postgraduate researchers. Further information on the scheme, including how 
to apply, can be found here:  

https://nwssdtp.ac.uk/current-students/research-assistant-placements/ 

Project 3: ‘From Transitional Justice to Transformative Justice: the Roles of 
Grassroots Actors, Community Museums, Memorials and Monuments in 
Transitional Contexts’ 

Start Date: As Soon As Possible 

Project Supervisor: Professor Claire Taylor, University of Liverpool 

Project Outline: 

This project builds on recent scholarship in transitional justice studies that has questioned the 
top-down approach of many transitional justice models (Bernage 2010; Shaw & Waldorf 
2010; Tabak 2011; Hinton 2013). Employing theories of co-curation, co-creation, and 
decolonial museology, the project will analyse how grassroots memory actors in different 
transitional justice contexts negotiate available spaces to create monuments, museums, 
memorials and other artefacts that may often counter top-down notions of governmental or 
international transitional justice.  

The project takes a comparative approach, and focuses on the following locations: Argentina, 
Cambodia, Chile, Colombia, Haiti, Northern Ireland, Spain, Syria, South Africa, Rwanda, and 
South Korea. 

The research questions underpinning the project are: 

1. To what extent do grassroots memory actors attempt to create memorials of conflict or 
troubled pasts that go beyond the linear approach often taken by official transitional justice 
models? 

2. To what extent do grassroots memory actors highlight structural injustice and structural 
violence, as much as individual acts of violence, and how might this be an attempt to advocate 
for transformative justice, as much as transitional justice? 

3. How do grassroots memory actors negotiate the spaces available to them for their memory 
work? How do they manage to make use of the resources that transitional justice mechanisms 
offer, all the while creating their own counter-narratives? 

https://nwssdtp.ac.uk/current-students/research-assistant-placements/


The doctoral student assigned to the project will carry out a systematic review (process 
adapted from Dickson, Cherry and Boland, 2014), which comprises the following steps: 

1. Performing and documenting searches in available scholarly databases and institutional 
webpages of key search terms (and cognates) defined by the project, including, although not 
limited to memorialisation, memory, monuments, transitional justice; and cross-referencing 
these with the key national contexts that inform the project as listed above. 

2. Refining, if appropriate, the review questions and search criteria, and then identifying and 
organising related academic papers and documents which address the research questions. 

3. Reading available titles and abstracts and further discarding the literature not relevant to 
answering the research questions. 

4. Obtaining full documents and papers, and making a selection of full-text papers based on 
meeting the criteria, excluding the ones that do not 

5. Writing a report identifying the data available from each paper and summarising this data 
in tables. This final report should contain the following: 

- Method: search terms applied, databases and repositories consulted, dates of the 
search, and overview of the material selected (how many initially found in each search 
stage and selected after the full text review). 

- Findings: organise and generate a narrative about the contribution of the sources to 
answering the research. 

- Appendix: the tables produced by the student summarising the data. 

Student Specification: 

This project is best suited to a student from the Language-Based Area Studies pathway, ideally 
with a Latin American specialism, due to the fact that 3 of the country contexts are in Latin 
America. That said, the students from other pathways would also be welcomed. 


