
 

NWSSDTP-led Internship Scheme 

The North West Social Science Doctoral Training Partnership (NWSSDTP) is trialling a new 
DTP-led Internship scheme for NWSSDTP students. This is to complement the existing 
Student-led Internship scheme. A series of internships with non-HEI Partners have been 
proposed by academic members of staff from across the consortium, for which we are now 
recruiting postgraduate researchers. Further information on the scheme, including how to 
apply, can be found here:  

https://nwssdtp.ac.uk/current-students/dtp-led-internship-scheme/ 

Internship: ‘The relationship between children who go missing from home and 
substance misuse’ – with Catch22 

Start Date: Between 1st April – 30th September 2023, TBC with successful applicant 

Project Supervisor: Dr Anne-Marie Day, Keele University  

Internship Outline 

The proposal is for an existing PhD student to undertake a 3 month placement with Catch22 
in Staffordshire/ Stoke. Catch 22 have been jointly commissioned by Stoke-on-Trent City 
Council, Staffordshire County Council and the Staffordshire Office of the Police and Crime 
Commissioner to support exploited children across both local authority areas. Catch22 have 
established themselves as one of the main 3rd sector providers to provide early intervention, 
targeted and specialist support services to those in crisis, leaving care, missing from home or 
with substance misuse or mental health problems. Specifically in Staffs and Stoke, Catch22 
support children who are missing from home, or being sexually or criminally exploited. 

Catch22 would like to offer a placement to a student with a research project specifically 
focusing on the relationship between children who go missing from home and substance 
misuse. Practitioners and emerging local data have recently (in the last 3-6 months) identified 
that the number of children in Staffordshire and Stoke going missing from home has risen 
significantly since Covid 19. During the same period, the number of children accepting onward 
referrals to substance misuse services for cannabis misuse has plummeted, despite the 
numbers of children using cannabis remaining constant during the same period.  

Catch22 would like to understand whether there is a relationship between cannabis use, 
children going missing, and explore the reasons for the increasing numbers of declines for 
substance misuse services. It is hoped that using existing Catch22 data to better understand 
this relationship will highlight specific areas of policy and practice development to ensure that 
their services are equipped to meet the emerging needs of the children referred to their 
services. The 12-week research project would involve a student analysing local quantitative 
data, and conducting a focus group with Catch22 practitioners to understand the relationship 
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between these phenomena, which will then highlight areas of local practice and policy 
development for Catch22. 

Student Specification 

We welcome applications from any interested NWSSDTP Students, but note that this project 
would particularly suit: 

A PhD student with interests in how criminal justice systems identify and respond to children; 
criminal exploitation; children going missing from home; substance use; and the support 
mechanisms in place to support this group of children and their families. It will also give the 
participant an opportunity to improve their understanding of how 3rd sector organisations 
work directly with the police and local authorities to support children and families, the data 
collected and how this can be used to identify emerging patterns and themes. The placement 
would therefore suit students on the Criminology, Social Work and Social Policy Pathway, with 
an interest in working/researching in these areas following completion of their PhD. 

The 3 month research project seeks to understand the relationship between children going 
missing from home, cannabis use and engagement with substance misuse services through 
the quantitative analysis of local data. We are therefore seeking a student with knowledge/ 
experience of quantitative and qualitative methodological skillsets. 

The project fits very clearly within the Criminology, Social Work and Social Policy ESRC 
pathway and demonstrates the inter-related nature of each of these areas. It is hoped that 
the findings from the project will highlight areas of local practice and policy development that 
will strengthen responses to contribute to the prevention of potential exploitation of children 
and effective early intervention for third sector providers, social care and youth justice 
practitioners. 


