
 

NWSSDTP Research Assistant Placement Scheme 

The North West Social Science Doctoral Training Partnership (NWSSDTP) is trialling a new 
Research Assistant Placement scheme for NWSSDTP students. A series of projects have been 
proposed by academic members of staff from across the consortium, for which we are now 
recruiting postgraduate researchers. Further information on the scheme, including how to 
apply, can be found here:  

https://nwssdtp.ac.uk/current-students/research-assistant-placements/ 

Project: ‘Climate journalists in Africa: Issue perceptions and challenges’ 

Start Date: Between 1st April – 30th September 2023, TBC with successful applicant 

Project Supervisor: Dr Antal Wozniak, University of Liverpool 

Project Outline 

Responding to the accelerating climate crisis is one of the biggest societal, economic, and 
political challenges of our times. My research focus is on how mass media across the world 
report about the issue and thereby make it meaningful for citizens and policymakers. African 
countries are facing particularly high levels of climate vulnerability; but at the same time, and 
mainly due to the low economic development and socio-cultural problems in post-colonial 
societies, most of them score low on climate readiness (see ND-GAIN Country Index). 

Building on research into the political economic challenges of environmental journalism in 
the US (Gibson et al., 2016) and the cognitive frames of climate journalists in Germany, India, 
Switzerland, the UK, and the US (Engesser & Brüggemann, 2016), this study aims to ascertain 
the perceptions of climate journalists from African countries on the issue of climate change, 
as well as about journalistic, political, economic, and cultural challenges they experience in 
their work. The goal is to achieve a better understanding of the particular and most likely very 
diverse circumstances that climate change journalism has to confront throughout the African 
continent and how these affect the framing of the issue in news coverage. 

The survey component aims at identifying the cognitive frames about climate change of 
journalists (i.e., the mediators between political and scientific elites on the one hand, and the 
wider public on the other). This will be achieved by using survey items which operationalize 
aspects of climate change issue framing (defining problematic effects/conditions, causal 
attribution, treatment recommendation, and moral evaluation; see Entman, 2004) and 
subsequent principal component analysis (or another appropriate statistical method of 
dimension reduction) of the response data. The semi-standardized, qualitative interviews will 
allow our participants to explain their issue perceptions, work routines, and occupational 
challenges in more detail. Semi-standardized interviews also allow for new themes and 

https://nwssdtp.ac.uk/current-students/research-assistant-placements/


perspective to emerge that the researches have not yet conceptualized or identified as 
pertinent. 

Since we are examining the role of journalists as mediators – or secondary definers – of 
climate change and climate action, we will also conduct a media frame analysis of climate 
change coverage across African countries. The number of studies analysing media coverage 
of climate change in African countries is still rather small, and the majority of them focus on 
either South African or Nigerian media. We will particularly focus on reports produced by the 
survey participants so that we will be able to assess the extent to which journalists’ cognitive 
framing actually guides their writing. 

The study will contribute to the still nascent field of research of the production context of 
mass-mediated climate change messaging (the majority of research focuses on either content 
and/or media effects). It will add to our understanding of journalist frame practices between 
frame sending and frame setting (Brüggemann, 2014). It will also shift the focus to the Global 
South, a perennially understudied area of the world (at least in political communication and 
journalism studies) and create data and findings comparable to previous studies undertaken 
mainly in Global North countries. 

Student Specification 

We welcome applications from any interested NWSSDTP Students, but note that this project 
would particularly suit: 

Students from the following pathways: Politics, Sociology, Geography and Environment, and 
Development and Humanitarianism in an Unequal World. The student should have basic 
understanding of and skills in conducting social scientific research (e.g., media content 
analysis, interviews, survey methodology). 


