
 

NWSSDTP Research Assistant Placement Scheme 

The North West Social Science Doctoral Training Partnership (NWSSDTP) is trialling a new 
Research Assistant Placement scheme for NWSSDTP students. A series of projects have been 
proposed by academic members of staff from across the consortium, for which we are now 
recruiting postgraduate researchers. Further information on the scheme, including how to 
apply, can be found here:  

https://nwssdtp.ac.uk/current-students/research-assistant-placements/ 

Project: ‘Towards the creation of a new research instrument for the 
recognition of linguistic features of spontaneous conversation by second 
language users of English’ 

Start Date: Between 1st April – 30th September 2023, TBC with successful applicant 

Project Supervisor: Dr Annarita Magliacane, University of Liverpool 

Project Outline: 

The assistant will be involved in the ongoing research project “Towards the creation of a new 
research instrument for the recognition of linguistic features of spontaneous conversation by 
second language users of English”. This project is conducted in collaboration with the 
University Complutense of Madrid (Spain), with the University of Liverpool as lead institution 
and the support of the School of Arts of the University of Liverpool. The research aims at 
creating a new research instrument for the recognition by second language (L2) users of 
English (i.e., speakers for whom English is not their first language) of linguistic features that 
are typical of spontaneous conversation.  

It is hoped that the findings can lead to the application of this instrument for future research 
as well as the design of new teaching material. In particular, the researchers are focusing on 
the use of pragmatic markers (PMs) in different varieties of English (British, Irish English...). 
PMs are typical linguistic constructions of spoken language that help the smoothness of 
interaction. Examples in English include ‘well’, ‘like’, as well as parentheticals such as ‘you 
know’ and ‘I mean’. Although they have extensively studied in sociolinguistic studies, their 
use in English as an L2 has not received much attention and a test analysing their recognition 
seems to be lacking. 

The project involves the following phases (P): 

P1. The researchers collected oral data from speakers of different varieties of English. 

P2. Extracts of the data collected in P1 were included in a test that was piloted in April 2022. 
The test analyses PM recognition and explores the relationship between PM recognition and 

https://nwssdtp.ac.uk/current-students/research-assistant-placements/


production in English as a second language (L2). It includes four written tasks and a prompted 
oral task. These data have been collected and the oral data have been transcribed. 

P3. Refinement of the test following the feedback received by the participants and issues 
emerged from data analysis. 

P4. The refined questionnaire will be administered to learners of English in the partner 
institution and the effect of proficiency level will be explored. 

P5. The test will be administered to students on a study abroad experience/international 
students in the academic years 2023/2024 & 2023/2024. It will be administered at the 
beginning (Time 1) and then, once again, after a few months from the first data collection 
(Time 2) to analyse if any differences can be identified over time. Findings will be analysed in 
the light of contact with the English language over the sojourn with the use of a questionnaire, 
designed for this purpose. 

Student Specification: 

We welcome applications from any interested NWSSDTP Students, but note that this project 
would particularly suit: 

Postgraduate students with an interest in Linguistics, Second Language Acquisition, collection 
of linguistic spoken data, Corpus Linguistics, varieties of the English language, Second 
Language Pragmatics and Conversation Analysis can benefit enormously from the 
involvement in this research project as over the next few months the assistant can be involved 
in different and varied types of research activities which are strictly connected with the 
above-mentioned disciplines. In particular, the research assistant, under the supervision of 
the primary investigator, will manage oral and written linguistic data in English as a first and 
second language. 

Some of the planned research activities during the assistantship include linguistic data coding, 
data analysis, collection of spoken data, refinement of research instruments, linguistic data 
transcription and analysis of the answers to an online questionnaire. The research assistant 
may also be involved in the recruitment of new participants and the analysis of pre-existing 
literature review on the topic. Some existing knowledge of corpus linguistics, linguistic data 
transcription and coding together with some familiarity with descriptive statistics and online 
survey tools is desirable. Data analysis will be predominantly quantitative. 

All activities will be conducted under the supervision of the Principal Investigator of the 
research project (Dr Annarita Magliacane) and relevant training will be provided if needed, or 
suggestions/options for relevant training will be given. The Principal Investigator will also 
ensure that the assistant is familiar with ethical procedures to manage linguistic data and will 
provide/request ethical training if needed.  


